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How have resource interests shaped Native American borders through time?
ANALYSIS / DATA

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Native American Lands in 1784 and Now

1. How have resource interests shaped Native American reservation borders through time?
2. In what ways may we improve collaborative efforts between Native American nations
and the U.S. Government to avoid the reshaping of reservations for resource extraction?
3. What resources have historically contributed to the relocation and reshaping of
reservations?
4. What specific examples can we draw from to inspire meaningful discussion and change
over these issues?

BEAR’S EARS
The Bear’s Ears National Monument is a unique designation of
intertribal land management. The responsibility of managing these
sacred lands are shared between 5 tribes:
1. The Navajo Nation
2. Hopi Tribe
3. Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
4. Zuni Tribe
5. Ute Indian Tribe
1906: With the establishment of the antiquities act, for the first
time the President could provide legal land protection on the basis
of cultural, historical, or scientific significance.
2016: A years long debate to formally recognize the significance of
Bear’s Ears culminated in President Obama’s designation of a 1.35
million acre monument, using the powers delegated to him by the
antiquities act.
2017: In December 2017, almost a year after President Obama
declared Bear’s Ears a national monument, President Trump issued a
proclamation which sought to reduce the monument to 15% of its
original size.
2017/2018: Immediately following President Trump’s proclamation,
a legal battle between the Tribes and other supporters of the
monument ensued to prevent the Trump administration's efforts to
open up the lands for extraction.

USC Annenberg Media - Bear’s Ears National Monument

OREGON COAST
The Confederation of Siletz Indians is a constituent band of more
than 27 Native Tribes and Bands.
Reservation size and borders have been heavily altered to provide
access to land, timber and gold.
1851 - 1856: A series of conflicts and wars, known as the Rogue
River Warz, resulted in the illegal seizing of 1.1 million acres of
land by the government (1855) and the creation of the Coast
Indian Reservation.
1862: Homestead Act is passed by Congress, heightening gold rush
migration and mining.
1865: Treaty is violated and reservation land is reduced to
provide access to timber and land for settlers
1955, the United States Government terminated their tribe status
and takes remaining lands.

COEUR D’ALENE
The Coeur d’Alene Tribe resides north in the panhandle of Idaho. In the
tribe’s own language, they are known as the Schitsu’umsh, or The
Discovered People.
1873: President Ulysses S. Grant issues an executive order that establishes
the original boundaries of the Coeur d’Alene Reservation.
1887: The Dawes Act forces capitalistic ownership of land to each Native
Family, allowing surplus land to be auctioned off to non-native buyers.
1909: The Allotment Act allows for the acquisition of native agricultural
land for railroad development if deemed appropriate by the federal
government.
1991: The Coeur d’Alene tribe files a lawsuit against the State of Idaho
for 100 years of mining pollution impacting the Coeur d’Alene watershed.
2001: The Supreme Court rules that the Coeur d’Alene own the lower
third of the Coeur d’Alene Lake and have legal jurisdiction over water
quality standards for their portion of the lake.
Today: The Silver Valley is the second largest Superfund site, with an
estimated cleanup cost of $200 million. The Coeur d’Alene reservation
currently spans over 330 thousand acres.

1976: Tribe is re-recognized
by the federal government,
and the reservation is
granted 40 acres of original
land.
Today: The Confederation
of Siletz has purchased
back land, and today is
comprised of 3,600 acres.
(Duke Staggs, Siletz
Member)
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SURVEY / DATA
Survey information:
● Currently 1 of 3 interviews have been completed
● Still in the process of collecting primary research
Duke Staggs, an enrolled member of the Confederation of Siletz
Indians, spoke on his personal experiences and personal
research on the Rogue River Wars, a series of resource conflicts
that ultimately led to the creation of his tribe’s reservation.

Data analysis results:

Siletz Reservation Reduction, ctsi.nsn.us
Boundaries before and after President Trump’s Proclamation

Access to natural resources have been and continue to be a
driving factor for reservation border changes. Historically,
the movement of settlers also contributed to mass
assimilation and movement of Native Peoples to reservations.
Resource interests have led to political disputes, as land held
in Trust by the government for Tribal benefit is not actually
legally owned by the tribe itself (Natural Resources Revenue
Data).
“Since the 1880’s, U.S. legislation has resulted in Native
Americans losing ownership and control of 90 million acres.”
(Indian Land Tenure Foundation)

Coeur d’Alene Tribe Reservation, Ancestral Lands

● There have been several state and federal acts that have
reacquired land originally allotted to Native Tribes
● This is still a current issue, with reductions in reservation
size occurring as recently as 2017
● Common resources that have impacted reservations:
○ Water
○ Timber
○ Mining / Metals
○ Agricultural Land

